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Hugh Johnston grew up in Brockville. He earned a Bachelor of Music degree from Queen’s University in 1984 and a Bachelor of Education in 1985. He also holds a diploma in Fine Arts, Conducting from the University of Calgary and a Master of Arts, Music Education from the University of London.

Hugh played trumpet with the Kingston Symphony from 2000-2012. He has extensive experience conducting school concert bands and is currently the Kingston Community Strings Conductor as well as the Conductor and Artistic Director of the Kingston Youth Orchestra. He has conducted at prestigious concert halls in Chicago, London, Washington D.C. and New York City, including Carnegie Hall.

His teaching positions include St. Mary in Brockville, as well as schools in New Brunswick, Oshawa and Kingston. In 2012 he was was presented with a Juno Award as the Musicounts Music Teacher of the Year.

Hugh has adjudicated at music festivals around Ontario and in 2020 was the judge for the Juno Awards in the classical music category. He conducts workshops for concert bands and music teachers.
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